Duodenal gangliocytic paraganglioma. Clinicopathologic and immunocytochemical study of 11 cases.
The clinicopathologic features of 11 cases (8 in men) of duodenal gangliocytic paraganglioma are presented. The patients averaged 56 years of age; none showed evidence of phakomatosis. Ten tumors occurred in the second portion of the duodenum, and one arose in the third portion. All tumors were polypoid, and half presented with gastrointestinal bleeding. The neoplasms were composed of paraganglioma and carcinoid-like elements, neurons, and Schwann as well as sustentacular cells. All tumors behaved in a benign fashion after local resection or snare polypectomy; long-term follow-up (1-25 years; mean, 8.3 years) showed no recurrence in any case. Immunocytochemical examination demonstrated the presence of somatostatin, serotonin, and human pancreatic polypeptide within endocrine cells and neurons.